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The Spirit iofelf beareth Witneſi witt 
our e 8 * are be — 


* E Interpretations of this auge 
+ Irs many and various; and perhaps 
no Paſſage liath ſuffetedd more by 
3 | Multi licity of Gloſſes: for,  thro' 
the Ignorance of forhe and the Perverſoneſs of 
others, the Doctrine of the Operation f the 
Si, as it lays im this Part of the ſacred Re- 
cords; hath bak del milrepreſenced, and fen. 

dered either of no Effect or rnade to ſerve | 
danger rous Purpoſes. The Def, ho (well, 


Ss all-/u efficient Reaſon, hath avaifd himſelf 1 1 


1 Seer of Interpretation Which, hs 
5 to know, Hecks the Reaſon of orbers as 
E as it doth his own - and the Funariol, 
that other Pretender to a Guidance inward and 
infallible, hath taken Oecaſion from this, and 
. Fexts, to eſtabliſh a Syſtem rais d upon 

iy of ſober” Serſs and reno Con- 
Sa = 

2 can never de ehkeaſbnable to ale any orf 
Code Words out of Hands that evacuate, 
_ diſtort, or miſepply't chem: Twill Felber, | 


ik I. In 
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to their Netion, which io a trinal 


« having the Teſtimony: of. their ir own, Mir 
te that they act according to the Mind or; Will 


or Spirit of Chriſt.” Now this Gloſs would 


I. In the firſt 1 er what” ＋ conceive 
to be the Senſe of this Portion of holy 


Writ: 


I, Enquire ſecondly 3 I Chilg laren g 


God that have his ewe fold Exidence ot 
His and be en | a "INT: 


III. How they obtain the Privilegs"of "Fon- 
Hip. and 5 HY 


IV. Laſtly, * is 5 >" | Fe , 5 J 
74 which they have of their being aue 


671147 WA 


be Socinians and others of their Stamp ſo 
= theſe Words of St. Paul as to leave 


them almoſt unintelligible, and the Obſcurity is 


owing to their faulty Comment upon the Word 
Spirit, which Spirit, the Apoſtle tells us, hears 
Witneſs with our Spirit. or they, [agr FRY . 


nality in the- Godhead, ] make, the Spiris to be, 
no more than a Quality or 1 or Diſpo- 
ſition of Mind, as if the Words taken together 
amounted. only to this, << that, they — . | 
« the Practice of Chriſtian Morality are con- 
« ſcious that they are the Children of God, 


entirely overthrow the double Evidence of the 
Fitneſs which teſtify that we are the Children, 
of God. The WR are two, and the fe 
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of Went is che third Perſon in the: ever bleſſed 
Trinity, the ather is dur oπƷn Spirit, each Ya 
them is a diſtinct Feſtimony; and althou a te 
prove nothing in confuntti 
plete the 2 Adopt n. 
ler tke Spirit tohich bears With lines a Per- 
e kad. not a Vality, may be clearly ſhewn 
from the following Actions which are aſctib'd 
to him. His emancipating us from the Law 
of Sin and Death. is dwelling in them who 
walk not after the Fleſh. — His raiſing up Jeſus 
from the dead. His quickening our mortal 
Bodies by dwelling in us. And aguin in this 
ſame Chapter, it is ſaid Chr the Spirit is Life, 
becauſe of Righteouſneſs, — 7har' they, that are 
after the Spirit, do mind the Things of the 
Spirit; that, thro' the Spirit, we mortify the 
Deeds of the Body, bat as many as are led 
by the Spirit of God, are the Sons of God,— | 
_ hat: the Spirit enables us to cry Abba, Father, 
and that. the ſame divine Perſon; the fame 
Spirit (to whom the Apoſtle attributes all that 
was ſaid above) beareth Witneſs with our Spirit 
that we are the Children of God. According 
to eee e the Spirit is the Efecs, but ac- 
to St. Paul it is the Cauſe of our Adop- 
— He worketh in us both to will and to do 
of his good Pleaſure, and We work too and fear 
and tremble during the Day of Grace: from 
which mutual Operation We ſhall ſee preſentl) 
what is the Bauen as well: 2s nn * 


<2 Eu . 9 
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1 n Te 
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It has been and indeed it cannot bo 
—.— general Current of Men's Lives 8 
affords a N = that CAuiftamtey ! is a mere (+ 
cular Profeiſion conſiſting of certain B = 
which conſtitute the Difference betwirt cha and 

every other Religion. + But if we would acquaint 
ourſelves with its Nature, its Evidence, and the 

genuine Fruits of it, wa muſt examitic it hs it 8 
| Zaugbt God, and not as it is interpretad hy tho 

Manners of the Bulk of its Prafeſfors ;- and: ſuch 
an Enquiry will lead us ta this undenilable Truth 
that Chriſtianity is a vital powerful Principle 


in the Hearts of its Diſciples, i ing bot not 
determining them to the ek Holineſs, 
_ Juggefiing, but; nat iuti uding Se Y to of Fiety, 


— the Soul not by irvefſtible Impulſes 

but by a ſure and certain, tho ſecret and filent, 
Operation, afyſtrng. our Faculties without 4% 
cauragimꝝ the Exerdiſe of them, cooperdting' with 
our Reaſon, inclining our Will and enli 2 


our Uaderſtandings, producing: gradual Changes 
inſtead of 19/tantoncous Converſions, and 


us on from ta otrengtüᷣ till wee appear abs. 
Jore the Grd of Geli, every ene bf hs, in Sem 
Now this great Mart, which tlie Lord 
worketh in the Earth, is aſcmb'd to the aermal = 
Spirit, of vom we are faid:to be born; tu be rego- 
nerated ; who; ſanctiies Water td the mſtical 
waſhing: away af Sin, by whom we ate cenowed 


all the Days aſ aur Warfare, whoſe Inſtructions 
are called. the: Law of: the Spirit of Life, who 
quickens us when we lay dead in Freſpaſſea and 
din, raiſing us from the Death of Sin to the * 
0 


131 
{ Righteouſhcſs.s This is the Miniſtration of he 
r and this gracious Work commences at the 
Fan, where all; Quilt is waſht away rand 
e are dedicated to the God of Holineſs with 
tor Wrin E br any. ſuch Thin ing. 80 that 
from! our new ativi to our De cath this divine 
Perfan is ready to, help, comfort, and guide us; 
| ey that ehe grieve nor quench him, 
2 + walk in aha et ee — 
Mine: THEIR Spirit that 
art the Children of God, entitled to the higheſt 
Priwileges here and to an eternal 2 
hereaſter. The Evidence He gives is the Cons 
munication of — Graces, and the Evi- 
dente We gi erqiting underithis heavenly 
Liberality the Ftuits which 
— —— — 2 Fruits bf. the Spirit. 
He faws a ſeed which We nouriſh-and keep alive 
by Reading, by Meditation, by Watching; by 
Prayer, and by the great Chriſtian Sacrifice 
by: the Communion. of the Body and Blood of 
Chrifh rightly and duely adminiſtered. His 
gracious Viſitations are ſeconded by our conftant 
Endeavouis. He works and We cooperate; 
And fram this Reciprocation of Action reſults 
aiProof that we are the Children of God. | Our 
2 Teſtimony would demonſtrate nothing but 
. —— 
We can do no and 
would extend to no furthier — iz. that 
Ia had offer d Favours which were rejected, and 
therefore that We were in a State o i 
1 be depended: upon; aich can be 


known 


[6] 
known: only by the concurrent Teſtimony 


the Spiri It % God and of Wu, own 525 
Mind or eee eee wp.” „ YA 


- a 7110 ++} 34 Dr 

II. 1 am to [- e Ch 

er who. See Pai of "Gol are, 285 
ial Fruj its they AE that have the! er 
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55 a the” Following: to „be — — ailla⸗ 
guiſhing Ingredients which enter into the Coma 
poſition of a Son or Child of God. iſt. The 
being detach't, as much as poſſible, from the 
Pleaſures, Profits, and Honours of this World, 
whoſe Faſhion is always paſſing away: which 
Segugſtration includes in it a Sublimity of Aﬀec- 
tion that ſhews we keep à conſtant Eye upon 
our Father's Houſe, wherein are many. Man- 
ſions, and that our Faces are turn d towards 
Sion, towards a better ae even the 
| heavenly, Scl: N. b SIRE 
2% 2.--THe! being Seaceable. and: al in the 
Family into which we are adopted, whoſe 
Proſperity we ſhew ourſelves ſtudious of pro- 

by the Exerciſe of brotherly Love, and 
by 92 the Things that make for Peace, 
living peaceably, as much as lieth in us, with 
all Men, and copying after that perfect Pattern. 
of Love, the Prince 85 Peace, who. ſtyles the 
Peace- makers bleſſed, and faith, ay ſhall be 
called the Children of r cn c fe 
3. The being meek and lowly in Mn fas.” 
« hs ſaith the high and lofty one that inhabiteth 
prey: whoſe Name is Holy, I dwell E 
8 


{ 


. 

high and hol oj erg witij bim allo that is of a 

contrite and humble 8 pirit, to revive the Spi 
of the humble, _ to revive the Heart of the 
contrite ones. And again, to this Man will L 
book, even to hin that is poor and of a con- 
trite Heart and trembleth: at my Word, Ja. 
Now P Poverty of Spirit evidences that we have 
a- true Knowlege of ourſelves, of God, and of 
the World aboat us, that we think not of 
ourſelves more highly than we bought to think, 
that we feet our original Imperfection and 
lament our actual Departures from the living 
God, upon whom we continually depend for 
cos: engel as well as for our natural Lift and 
Breath, in a Word, for all thoſe good Things 
which our Father, who'knoweth' our Neceſſities, 
will give to them that aſk him. The humble 
and lowly Men of Heart are: the Children of the; 
Kingdom, they are bleſſed. faith He, who was 
eminently meek. and nns in! Heart, tor theirs 
2 The being-teachoble and Adee is dhathes: 
Mark of our Adoption. There are; ſeveral; 
Qualifications. which Men muſt be poſſeſt of 
ious. to their underſtanding the Goſpel. 
And. the greateſt Proficients i in it are they Who 
ee eee It in the Way which 
od preſcribeth, the Didtetes of hals Spirit 
hey attend with Reverence and follow without 
Relerve, believing that the Mord of God will 
lead them into all Truth, into all that Truth 
which makes up the Wiſdom of thoſe who are 
W unto x Saleen. Without: Obedience te 
e 


1 (bt 


(8] 


tlie divine Laws Adoption is a" mere Sound, 


| therefore, 101 in dldauri bog. at 105 
212 The Children! of God wilt be 4 i 


Sa out. their aum galvation, for — 
is faid that God . worketh in us both to wil 


to do of his | rr — is no En- 


couragement (as — 1 miſtake) for Men to fit 
all the Day idle, much leſs to enplby thoſs 
Talents which, ra: args th 


6ur: Calling — The true 0 
ms — will not ſo fatally” n iſconceiv 
God's- Inſtructions as to fa that he is to 
tribute every Thing towards Salvation; No- 
They will worb che Works of Him that has 


called them. will Ariue to enter in at 
che ſtrait Gate. They ill caſt away all their 
Tranſgreſian e themſelves a new eee 


and a new 8 pirit, bly to God's exprefs In 
in be — Ezekiel, upon whoſe 
Authority we may aſcribe” this Rexovation tor x: 


uo. uu Cauſe — to the Action of the / divine 4, 


98 0 4 the Souls of Men, 'and to tlie 
Bains which Men exert in learning every Le 
He teaches them, and in conforming to e- 
Precept He gives them. Whereunto we mut 
all of ns labour, (if we would have the Bur 
dence compheat that we are the Children of Oc 
according to bs 1 wiuclt Wer Rer 
in us mighti een 


y.” | 

Theſe are ſonr'of the firſt Pris of Rag. 
neration, and in — ey abound; 
are entitled to 1 


[ 


Characker and 'gloriv 
Privi- 5 


* 


T 91 


| Privileges of Children of God They ate like their 
Father who is in Heaven, and like Chriſt who 
came down from Heaven to lead us thither, 
who ſaith, my Father worketh hitherto. and. I 


work —They areP ollowers of God as dear Chil- 
dren They reſemble Chriſt in that -Temper 


_ which diſtinguiſhes the Poſterity of the . ſecond 


Adam from the Children of the firſt; Ve are 
of your Father the Devil, ſaid our: Lord to the 
unbelieving Jews, and the Luſt of your Father 
ye will do. And again, love your Enemies 


and do good to them that hate you, and ye ſhall 


be called the Children of the Higheft.' So that to 


be the Child of God or the Child of the Devil 
ſigniſies as much as to caff a particular Reſem- 
dilance of either. They have, both of them, a 
Character expreſſive of the Nature of their re- 
ſpective Fathers, and demonſtrate by their Works 
to whoſe Family 
| Service they ate retained. By their Fruits ye 
ſhall know them. For whoſoevet is bvrn of 


they belong, and ih ,whoſe 


God, doth not commit Sin, for his Seed re- 
maineth 5 in him, and he cannot ſin, becanſe he 

is born of God, 1 John iii. 9, 120. Mords very 
expreſſive of a ffrong, and an babitual-Averfion 


from Sin, but ignorantly urg d by the Enthu- 


ſiaſt to Teal his Dreams of antes Perfection 
2 Impecchbility! Again, in this the Children 
6 are manifeſt, and the Children of the 
— doetly not N is 
mo * oe x #64 | 
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I have ſhewn Vbo the Children of God are 


that have the two-fold: Evidence of His d 
their own Spirit. I proceed to conſider, 


II. Hp they obtain their Privilege'of 22 | 


By Nature we. are A/ of us Children of 
Wrath and, being born under God's:Difplea- 
ſure, are ſo expos d to the dreadful Effects of 
it, that we muſt have been eternally excluded 
from his Preſence, if a Divine Perſon had not 
| Interpos'd, and by infinite Merit effected a Re- 
conciliation. But by Virtue of His Atonement 
and the Satisfaction given to offended Juſtice, 
We are able to draw nigh to God, who em- 
braces us as Chiliren, and - as ſuch pardons, 
bleſſes and provides for us. So. that the Rela- 
tion mention'd in the Text is plainly of a ſpi- 
ritual Nature, and it is thus expreſs'd in a Pro- 
I will dwell in them and walk in them, 

— & will be their Father and their God, and 
they ſhall be y Sons and Daughters, faith the 
Lord Almighty. And again, I will make a 
new Covenant with them, and I will put my 
Spirit within them, and their Sins and their 
Iniquities will I remember no more. This is 
one of the: many Promiſes which are given in 
Scripture of re-inſtating Man in the Condition 
from which he fell. — But the Lamb, | ſlain 
from the Foundation of the World, deſtroy'd 


the Enmity which Sin had given Birth to, and 
that Sacrifice opened a Correſpondence, between 
the Majeſty of Heaven and the fallen Creature, 


| which had been interrupted and muſt * 5 
| ave 


* 


7 BW 
have been cut off for ever. For He looked 
down from his Sanctuary, out of the Heaven 
did the Lord behold the Earth, that He might 
hear the Mournings of ſuch as were in Captivity, 
and deliver the Children appointed unto Death— 

I will not recount: the various Methods which 
were uſed, from the Time of Man's Defection 
to the Period when the Son of God himſelf; ap- 
peared, for the Purpoſe. of bringing many Sons to 
Glory. It may be ſufficient to obſerve that 
God eſtabliſh'd an outward and viſible Church, 
from the Beginning, which. abounded 'with 
many Inſtitutions, all of them calculated to pro- 
mote. the great End of bringing Them near to 
Him whoſe Sins had removed them to an in- 
finite Diſtance. - For Priefts and Altars and Sa- 
craments and Sacrifices were appointed of God 
himſelf; by the Inſtrumentality of which the 
Intercourſe betwixt Heaven and Earth was re- 
viv'd, maintain'd, and conducted. And what 
was inſtituted then hath been perpetuated to 
this Time, and there can be no Reaſon for the 
Diſcontinuance of any of the Means of Grace 
till Corruption ceaſes, and the World is no 
longer defiled by that Sin which ſtill continues 
to curſe it. Theſe are the ah cy and fiated 
Means whereby Man recovers the forfeited Fa- 
vour of. God, whereby he becomes a new 
Creature, whereby he obtains his Adoption, 
wheypby he regains loſt Paradiſe. Now all this 
ſometimes: ſeems. to be aſcribed ſolely to Bap- 
tiſm, which is the Laver of Regeneration, 
wherein we are waſhed, ſanctified, and 7 
| B 2 e 


L 
fied. But his, I think, cannot be controverted, 
that by what Means ſoever the bleſſed Work is 
promoted, it ſets out from hence, for unleſs a 
Man be born of Water and the Spirit he cannot 
enter into the Kingdom of God, he has na 
Part in the Kingdom of Grace here, and there- 
fore cannot be a Partaker of the Kingdom of 
Glory hereafter. At that-11me then Manis re- 
generated do not ſay, he has a new Soul in- 
fus'd into him, but I need not ſcruple to ſay 
that the ſame Soul becomes new, for the Soul is 
the immediate Subject of this extraordinary 
Change. And when actual Sin hath impaird 
the Effects of Baptiſmal Regeneration, the 
Grace, which attends the Repentance that is un- 
feigned and is not to be repented of, RENE W- 
ETH Us in the Spirit of our Minds. 
This, I am fenfible, will be condemned by 
Enthufufts, who never err ſo miſerably as when 
they go about to eſtabliſh their Reſveries con- 
cerning Faith, which they never do but at the 
Expence of the divine Inſtitutions, whoſe Powers 


they endeavour by all means to diminiſbo: and 


perhaps their Manner of leſſening them is the 
ſtrongeſt Mark of their being Enthuſiaſts. But 
if the Guilt of Original Sin is not waſhed away 
at the Fort, and an immortal Seed is not ſown 
in the infant Heart, what is tranſacted upon 


that Occaſion? Whereto ſerveth this Sacra- 


_ How is — g Candidate for Glory 
of the Spirit if the Spirit communicates 
none 2b his ſanctifying Dias to Him? I muſt 


beg leave to — that This goes into the _ Js 
3 


* 


[33] 


of Regeneration as well as the Stipulation. os : 
Covenant that is entered into at the Sacrament 
of Baptiſm, which (by being a Sacrament) is 
an A and viſible Sign of an inward and 

ual Grace: given to enten 9 are 


Z 


a that every — mg our 12. as it re- 
ſpects either Godor Man, is of ſo dreadful a Nature 

as to diſſolve the Covenant and break the Con- 
nection and deſtroy the Relation between Therm. 
For in many Thin We daily offend Al, but 
for all Offences, eſpecially for thoſe which do 
not flow from Habit, there is an Advocate for 
Us even Jeſus (Chriſt, who. is the Propitiatian 
for our Sins, -' Now that We may grow in 
Grace and in the Knowledge of Him, as well 
as withſtand Temptations and recover ourſelves 
after we have yielded to them, the ſureſt Way 
is to continue in the Church in which we have 
been baptized, to ſit under the Inſtructions of 
Paſtors, who have a divine Right devolved to 


them by the Impoſition of epiſcops! Hands to 


exerciſe the facred Function, to attend to the 


Exhortations of the ¶urcb, to join in her Con- 
feſſions,' to receive her Ae to pray in 
her Forms, and to partake of her Altars. 
They who thus live to God, live under the 
direct Influence of his Sirit, for theſe Ordi- 
|  nances are the Channel thro which the Grace 
| e 10 
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is convey'd which enables us to cry Abba, Fa- 


ther) and they that are ſtedfaſt and unmovea- 


ble, always abcunding in the Work of the Lord, 
will find the Succeſs of their Labour in'this— 
that the Spirit will bear Witneſs with their Spirit 
that They are the Children of God, and if Chil- 


Aren then N avs of God _ eg * 


with Chriſt. 
And here I cannot but 1 a Stand and re- 
fle&t with Concern upon the poor deluded En- 
thuſiaſt, who forgetteth the Covenant of his 
God, to whom he hath been dedicated, and for- 
ſaketh the Guide 'of bis Noth, the Spirit, by 
whom he was regenerated: who runneth after 
ſtrange Gods and giveth himſelf up to the Di- 
rection of an heated Imagination, deceiving and 
being deceived. By Him and his Fellow-La- 
bourers the Nature of Regeneration, the Powers 
of Go&'s Spirit, his Method of dealing with Us, 
and the Tokens of the adopted State are univer- 
ſally miſtaken. Their Heads are turn'd, with 
the Sounds of Faith, Grace and Election, up- 
on which They ring Changes, exclaiming con- 
tinually Awake, Awake, Ve Dead to the divine 
Life, Ve Strangers to the ſaving Knowlege of 
Chriſt, Ve carnal liturgical Bigots, who dream 
of Salvation in what is called the Church, altho' 


ye are Stone-blind to the Viſions and Experiences 


of the Faithful. And this their Addreſs is 
made indiſcriminately, to Him, that liveth a - 
ſober, righteous and odly Life, and 20 Him, 


that is contented. with the Form: without the 
Power of Godlineſs. The Fruits of this Out- 


cry 


Is ] 
cry are at this T1 4 very viſible in the Diſtrac- 
tion lei by theſe Cre 2 _ 3 Souls 

uiled Craftſmen, w fa 

— felt in the 4% Age, let the ogra e 
laſt Century declare, wwhrcb exhibit a Scene of 
ſuch falſe Theology, frightful-Ravings and diſ- 
orderly Practiſes as muſt have proceeded from a 
Spirit which was not the Spirit of the God of 
Truth and Peace and — For the Preachers 
ran to and fro pealing in the Ears of the People, 
wake, Awake; Come out from among the Need 
of Cain, the Perſecutors of the Godly ; and the 
Multitude, aſham'd of not profiting under ſo 
much Importunity, were at length awakened. 

But what were they awalened to? Truly to the 
Belief of ſuch Propoſitions as Way Do- 
minion is founded in Grace — that the Regene- 

rate do not fall from Grace — that final Perſe- 
verance in a Saint is as natural and neceſſary as 
the Flig — of Sparks upwards—Zhat Faith is 

the — wy — Blet—and, that none were 

the Elect 1 — — Al which Divinity, 
reduc'd to Practiſe, was productive of moſt miſ— 
cellaneous Wickedneſs, and was ſumm' d up in 
the Commiſſion of the moſt execrable Murder 
that was ever I in the F ace * Chriſten- 
dom. 1 
. -. have ſhawn bans we attain as Privil of 
: being Children of Cod; I acer to conſider 


: Iv. Laſtly, what is the Nature of the Ae, 
Which we a of qur n 1 5 


The 


[2x6] 


. EFhs brainſick: Viſionary wilt be ſachfed wih 
no Certainty of his Salvation ſhort of that which 


is abſolute. He appeals to the Teſtimony of the 
Spirit, which, he ſays, is infallible, and it is ſo 


undoubtedly when it is a apply d to the Confie- | 


| _—_— of the great Truths of the Goſpel ; He 


: likewiſe! to his Experiences,” 
| 4 Teſtimony, and altho' they are often 


falſe Witneſſes, yet he calls them as unerring a 


Teſtimony as the former. No that Men may 
be gi d of their being accepted here and that 
they ſhall be ſav d — are Propoſitions 


too i reaſonable to admit of Controveriy. But 


Tos what is the Nature of this Aſſurance? Is it 
an abſolute or is it a moral Aﬀurance? I think it 


cannot be the fir/?, becauſe the Evidence we have 


of the Spirit, or our- inward Teſtimony, is an 
human Teſtimony, and therefore a fullibièe one. 


And if we are liable to make in this momentous 


Matter, what becomes of the abſolute Ce 
on Which ſo many crazy Builders have erected 
their Structures? It will be found upon En- 
quiry that the greateſt Proficients in Piety, whe 
underſtood Chriſtianity - bef and 1 1 


mg, have work d out their owt Salvation with : 
Fear and 'Trembling, and conſequently 1 


ſatisfied with ſtrong Hopes, —— P 


fions, and high Probabilities reſulting froir 
Life led conformably to the Seriptures, which 
frequently comfort us with a moral-but never 
with an abſolute Aſſurance of Heaven and Hap- 
pineſs, And that is ſufficient for all the Pur- 
poſes of holy Living and Dying. For if 3 


8 | 


—— — Rs „ 
FSF 1 YO 5A 


1 D * LAY —_— 8 


in a ſauabie Condition; and: our Aſſurance gene- 


#5 
bad amore than's rati6nab Confidence; which 1 
luppole 40 be grounded upon "divine. Faith, of 


aur boing in that Temper d hich qualiſies us for 
ö — Blas, Le ee to emit 
and Hur Security might | 
- Ruin. Away then Wan a Notion — ieh is 
r e Pride, fills the Pha- 
riſaical Foſſeſſor with. Prefumption' and makes 
him tuſt in himſelſ that he is — | 
deſpiſe others. To Men in this: 
our Lord oace ſaid, qui 
Ar Eee meg 8 
Gad 2 i Ig: 
— tits — with not 
— hini, if he does not forſake God by ne- 
glecti che Means which he has for 
the Uſe: of all that name the Name of Chriſt, 
who, a he hath nt put us into à State df 
ai Sabvatiun, ſo ati he not givem us an ab- 
ſoluteiCertaidty of-fial Salvation. Wie are only 


VI higher than to that wich is hu- 
man, moral; probable”! L ſay: 8 for to 
have mire than a rational Convidtion-of qur 


| the Buſobof che'FATHER is the Lat of very 


| bet in er cx 
Wand and ue jſt anne Fan of 


even They are not thus —— 


expiring' Moments, and after they. 
good Fight; have overcome the 


ho 


me es 2 P13 432145 ii 
ſtrengthen 5 alempensde Mudus 
of > an. abfolute..ands infallible Proof of our 


I [preſent and futate dalnation, ſometimes -the 


(if | C | Caſe 


'Caſe of St. Paul hach: been urged, when he 
ſpoke cunſidentiy of his going to receive his Crown 
of Glory But this Caſe 15 urged in vain, for the 


beſt Commentators make it probable that the 


Apoſtle's Confidence was grounded upon an ex- 

preſs Revelation from Heaven; given Him at the 
Time of his uttering the triumpunt Expreſſions. 
However we have an antidote tothe Qp#20k we are 
oppoting in a Paſſage which he wrote, after he had 
been hanour'd with an Abundance of Revelations, 
and had been caught up even into the third 
Heaven, where he heard Words which it was 
impoſſible for a Mortal Being to utter I keep 
under my Body, ſays this Man ſo greatly be- 
loved, and bring it into Subjection, leſt that by 
any Means when I have preached to others, I 

yſelf ſhould be a Caſt-a-way. I will con- 
clude this Head with the following Scriptures, 
which reach out ſufncient Oonſolatiom to all that 
wait for Redemption in Iſrarl. Great is the 
Peace that they hare who; lore thy Law, ſays 
the Pſalmiſt: And the Righteous hath Hope 
in his Death, ſays Solomon. And, ſays the 
Prophet, the Work of Righteouſneſs ſhall be 
Peace, and the Effect of Righteouſneſs Quiet- 
neſs and Aſſurance for ever. And, ſays the great 
Apoſtle, Our Rejoycing is this, che Teftimony of 
cur Conſcience, that in Simplicity and godly Since- 
rity we have had: our Converſation in the World. 
And we know that we have paſſed from Death to 

Life, becauſe we love the Brethren, ſays St. John. 
And again, If our Hearts r 
have we — yan bun 1 165 
a 


and 1 6 


8598 


An 


Aa 837 


Sod in his Word hath: 
bx. It. is impoſſible — any Influence 
of the Spirit without the conſtant Exertion of the 


L 9 % 
An Minuten- two-drawn from —_ Whole 


ſhal cloſe the preſent 'Difcourſe. 
Without a divine Principle w 


quently no Adoption, and r no Sal- 
vation. Nothing but Omnipotenoe can bring 


a clean Thing out of an unclean. We are un- 


clean by Nature, and if we would / be purified 
we can be purified only by Grace. Let us then 
beſeech the Author of every good and perfect 
Gift, to beſtow upon us this g and beſt of 
Gifts; that we may be -landtifed cre] / r e 


A and glorified eternally. 


Again, As we are call'd toll give all 
Diligence to make our Calling and Election ſure, 
let us exert all our Powers in performing the 


Will of our heavenly Father, who maketh fat 


and enricheth the Soul of the Diligenr, but ſend- 


eth Leanneſs into the Soul of the ſlothful and 


fitable Servant. Let us take up pious Re- 
ſolutions, and beg the holy Spirit to ſtrengthen 
them, to put off the old Man with his Deeds, 


to put on the new Man, to be transformed in 
the ä of our Minds, to ſit looſe to a 


ing World, to live, learn and obey 


as it May ins" the Children of God, Who at- 


tend to every Dictate, liſten to every Suggeſtion, 
and follow every Rule which the Wiſdom of 


Faculties which God hath given us Put away, | 
faith W 6 which are among 
* you 


| kings] in our 
Minds there can be no: Sanctification, conſe- 


them to ad: = 


— — — 2 


— — — 


| 
| 


| 
| 
i 
5 
| 
| 
| 
| 


L 00] 
you and inline your Hearts: unto the Lord God 
of Iſrael, and, farn ye chen unto me fainh the 
Lord, and faith Dawid, I confidered ] Ways 
and turned myFeet unto thy Taſtimonick There | 
muſt be a mutnal Intercounſe between thei Spirit 
of God and the Soub of Man We muſt cooperate 
with our Maker and the Refult, of the Correſ- 
pondence, will be the Hlumination of our Uns. 
derſtandings, the right; Diſpoſition of our Wills . / 
and Affections, and a ' wrought in ou 
Lives and Manners. Fhen it is that the Spirit 
beareth Witneſs with our Spirit that we are ths 
Children of God. From Faith and [Obedience I 
we ſhall have a conſtant: Teftimeory that 'we F 
ſtand in that blefſed: Relation, that tho Spirit is 
come and maketh his Abode with Us, that we 1 
are new. Creatures, that we have ä Hopes 
and new Fears, that our Aims are ne; Gur. 
Proſpects new and that we hunger and thirſt 
after that compleat Rigliteouſnefs which dwell· 
eth in the mw Heavens and the nom Rarth;. 
which Faith: believes ind! Hope expects, and re- 2 
peated Promiſes aſſure us, wil be the A i 
of the Children of God: 
And that we may be able bb Gedi üg er 
Gueſt; Who vourhfafes to viſit us, let us cohſider 
well the Nature of the Teſtimony which aſſures 
us of our Adoption, and fhew forth contimtally: 
the Marks of this ſupreme by! bring- 
ing forth the: Frag of the! Sprit, for- berein, 
faith Chriſt, ic my PFather-ghrefied, that: r. bring 
forth much Fruit. Let us nbt-grieve'the heavenly 
1 pong 0 5 unſcriptural Fan- 


cies 


ep - 
cies of unlettered Declaimers, Schiſmaticks or 
Apoſtates (of whom one hath his Pſalm, ano- 
ther his Doctrine, another his Revelation, and 


another his Interpretation) for ſp ſhall we be 


Children toſſed to and fro and carried about with 
every Wind of Doctrine. — But let us ſtand in 
the Ways and ſee, and aſk for the od Paths, 


where is the good Way, and walk therein, and 
we ſhall find Ref for our Souls, Fer. vi. 16. Let 
us continue in the Church, to which the Lord adds 
daily ſuch as ſhall be ſaved, and in which is the 
Highway mentioned by a Prophet, the Way of 


Holineſs, a Way as plain as it is ſafe, and it is 


ſo plain that the Wayfaring Men tho Fools 


ſhall not err therein. 25 
Laſtly, Let us in the Spirit of the Faith that 
acknowleges the Glory of the eternal Trinity, 
and, in the Power of the divine Majeſty, wor- 


ſhips the Unity, addreſs ourſelves in importu- 


nate Prayer to God the Holy Ghoſt, the Lord and 
Giver of Life, that he would continue to us the 


ſame holy Spirit, with the Father and the Son 


together is worſhipped and glorified by the 


Church militant and triumphant, Vo in Times 
paſt ſpake unto the Fathers by the Prophets, but 


in theſe laſt Days ſpeaks unto us by the Son, that 
thro Him we may have ſpiritual Life, and that 


we may have it more abundantly. = 
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